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Dear Members,
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Hello and welcome to the July/August/September 2017 edition of the INM newsletter. You’ll find a table of contents just below this
introduction with links to each article.
Download this issue for printing
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Save the Dates! 
 

INM has two dates for you to “X” out on your calendars!!

The first date is: Thursday, September 21, 2017. We will be holding our Annual Fall Seminar in the Augusta area. The exact location and registration details will be
found on our Website, shortly. All information will be announced imminently by an e-mail flyer from our friends at Robly.

The morning session will be a presentation of the INM Notary Review Course by Gwen Cole (compare to the Secretary of State’s Notary 101). In the afternoon,
Marilyn Amoroso and Frances Reed will present our famous Wedding Workshop, helping you to prepare and perform beautiful Ceremonies. We look forward to
this fun event.

The second date is: Thursday, April 26, 2018. We will present our Annual Meeting and Education Conference in the Southern Maine area. The exact location is
now being determined as RFPs have “gone out to bid”, as they say. The Education Committee is hard at work, deciding on an education agenda. Once these
details have been hammered out……….you will be the first to know about it!! And, as soon as registration is open, you will be able to find all the details on our
Website. We hope that you will plan to attend this incredible event.
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Mark your Calendars today! Don’t miss out on any of the valuable Notary Public Commission education that is being offered to all Maine Notaries.

Interested in joining the Informed Notaries of Maine? Our dues are extremely low as organizational dues go. They have not been raised in many years, in spite of
the enormous changes in the abilities of the organization to provide varied and pertinent information and education.

Here’s the link: http://www.informednotariesofmaine.org/profile/membership-renewal

See you in September!

Gwen Cole 
INM VP 
Notary Public 
ME Commission Expires: 11/8/2018 
gwen.cole@informednotariesofmaine.org

Back to top

President’s Message
 

Meeting Our Mission

Meeting Our Mission:

The mission of the Informed Notaries of Maine as stated on our website is to:

Educate notaries public about the legal, ethical and technical facets of performing a notarial act.
Develop and promote the highest ethical principles for notaries.
Increase public awareness and understanding of the notary’s vital function in modern society.
Serve as an information center for notary regulating officials, legislators, educators, and the public.
Promote uniform, modern and effective notarial laws in Maine.
Preserve and cultivate appreciation for the rich heritage and tradition of the notarial office.

Each year, the board organizes a series of workshops designed to address the educational needs of Maine’s Notaries Public. The workshops focus on three main
areas of Notary Practice:   1) General duties and responsibilities, 2) Duties and responsibilities of a Notary as a Wedding Officiant, and 3) duties and
responsibilities of a Notary as a Mobile Notary and/or Notary Signing Agent. Over the recent past, our educational offerings have been live events presented in
venues located along the I95 corridor from Portland to Bangor, including events in Auburn, Augusta, and Waterville.

Those Notaries attending the workshops have given the workshops generally strong approval for the value of the educational content received. The most
significant difficulty INM faces in fulfilling our mission, is that in a state as geographically diverse as Maine, and with a board of only 7 volunteers, we have not
been able to provide our educational programs to more than a small percentage of the more than 25,000 Maine Notaries Public.

To address this challenge, the board has begun investigating how we might leverage our limited resources by professionally recording some (or all) of our
presentations and making them available in an online format. We have begun contacting vendors that can provide this service, but there are many questions that
need to be answered as part of providing this type of program to Maine Notaries.

While we work through this process, we will continue to present our workshops and Annual Conferences as we have in past years, but if any of our members
have experience, suggestions, and/or ideas that would help us with this rather ambition project, we would love to hear from you. Please feel free to contact any
board member or send an e-mail to: President@InformedNotariesofMaine.org

It’s all about finding ways to better meet our mission of providing quality educational programs to all Maine Notaries Public!

Warm Regards,

Mike Richard, President 
Informed Notaries of Maine 
President@InformedNotariesofMaine.org
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Marriages
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“Maine Notaries like those in Florida and South Carolina, can officiate at wedding ceremonies. Unfortunately, there is no reciprocity with other states — this
means that out-of-state Notaries or Justices of the Peace cannot obtain permission to officiate at marriage ceremonies in Maine” (website, “Notaries”). The
“Notary Public Handbook and Resource Guide” provides the following lengthy summary of Maine marriage laws that Maine Notaries should know.

“1. Two people may be married only if they have obtained the proper license from a municipal office in Maine and both understand the significance of marriage
and express their will to be married at the marriage ceremony. “A Notary Public does not need to be concerned with the procedures relating to the issuance of
the license since Maine law governs this for the issuing agency – municipal clerk. However, if a Notary Public becomes aware of a situation where fraud was
committed to get a license issued, the Notary Public should immediately notify the issuing municipality and not perform the marriage ceremony.

“2. If the persons to be married have residences in different towns in Maine, they must record their Notice of Intentions in the office of the clerk of the town in
which at least one of them resides. If one is from outside Maine and the other is a Maine resident, they must file in the Maine resident’s municipality.

“3. If both parties to a marriage reside outside of Maine and they want to be married in Maine, they must file their Notice of Intentions with any municipal clerk in
Maine.

“4. There is no waiting period before a license can be granted. Blood tests are not required.

“5. Once the couple has obtained the license, they are then free to marry anywhere in the state of Maine. The license is only valid for 90 days (not three months)
from the filing date. The couple to be married must have the required license with them at the time of the ceremony. Please review the “License Valid Until” item to
ensure that the license presented is still valid. Do not perform a ceremony with an expired license, but refer the couple to the municipal clerk to obtain a new
license.

“6. Two people must witness the marriage ceremony. The witnesses are in addition to the person performing the ceremony and the couple to be married.
Witnesses do not have to be of legal age; however, they must be old enough to fully understand the seriousness of the event.

“7. The license must be signed by the Notary Public who performed the wedding ceremony as well as both witnesses in appropriate spaces on the license. In
addition to the signatures, the license must also include the printed names of the Notary Public and the witnesses. The Notary Public must, as with any other
notarial act, require appropriate forms of identification for the persons to be married as well as the witnesses. In the case of underage witnesses, the Notary
Public should use whatever means appropriate to identify these persons since they probably do not have any proper identification. The Notary Public must
provide the commission expiration date, not the commission appointment date, on the license. Do not apply a notarial seal, embossed or ink, to the marriage
license since it may interfere with the legibility of the document and/or cut the paper.

“8. A Notary Public is required to make and keep a record of all marriages performed (see 19-A MRSA, section 654). The Office of Data, Research and Vital
Statistics does recommend that the Notary Public not only make a written record in a notary record book/journal, but also to keep a copy of the actual signed
marriage license. Note: Keeping a copy of the marriage license is not required by law.

“9. The Notary Public must return the completed license to the municipal clerk who issued it within seven working days after the marriage ceremony. The license
should never be given to the married couple after the ceremony – it is the responsibility of the Notary Public to return the license to the clerk who issued it. This is
the only paperwork necessary for solemnizing a marriage. If the license cannot be hand carried back to the issuing municipal clerk, the Secretary of State
recommends delivering the license so that Notary Public receives confirmation of receipt – certified or return-receipt request mail. According to the Department of
Human Services, Office of Data, Research and Vital Statistics, all licenses must be completed in black ink.

“10. If the Notary Public wishes to provide the couple with a marriage certificate immediately following the ceremony, attractive forms are often available at office
supply or stationery stores. The Notary Public may either complete one of these forms for the couple or prepare a form for the marriage certificate; this is
optional. “Please make sure that the couple understands that this certificate is a “keepsake” and may not be used for legal purposes. As soon as the Notary
Public completes and returns the license to the clerk who issued it, the couple may obtain a certified copy of the official marriage license from the municipality
that issued the license or from the Department of Human Services, Office of Data, Research and Vital Statistics in Augusta.

“If questions should arise concerning any aspect of the marriage process or marriage laws in the State of Maine, the Department of Human Services, Office of
Data, Research and Vital Statistics is the state agency that handles information for this particular area. The contact telephone number for this office is (207) 287-
3181. “There are mandated rules for civil marriage ceremonies. “Couples planning to be married often write their own ceremonies, which is permissible under
Maine law” (NPH)

Back to top

Here’s the Scoop on Real ID
 

The REAL ID ACT, passed by Congress after the 9/11 terrorist attacks specifically requires gender on each driver’s license and identification card issued to a
person by a state. The law was enacted in 2005 at the recommendation of the 9/11 Commission to establish minimum security standards for state-issued
driver’s license and ID cards. It also prohibits federal agencies from accepting for official purposes licenses and identification cards that do not meet these
standards. Title II of the act specifically states that “features on each driver’s license and identification card issued to a person by the State” must include: The
person’s full legal name; the person’s date of birth; the person’s gender; the person’s driver’s license or identification card number; a digital photograph of the
person; the person’s address of principle residence; the person’s signature; physical security features designed to prevent tampering, counterfeiting or duplication
of the document for fraudulent purposes; a common machine-readable technology with defined minimum data elements.



7/27/2017 july-aug-sept-2017-inm-newsletter - Informed Notaries of Maine

https://www.informednotariesofmaine.org/?p=3587&preview=true 4/7

State Enhanced Driver’s Licenses (EDLs) designated as acceptable border-crossing documents by DHS under the Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative are
acceptable for official federal purposes such as accessing a Federal facility or boarding a commercial aircraft. Individual agency policies may still apply. Michigan,
Minnesota, New York, Vermont, and Washington are the only states that currently issue EDLs. For more information on EDLs, please go
to  .www.dhs.gov/enhanced-drivers-licenses-what-are-they

, passengers who have driver’s licenses issued by a state that is not yet compliant with REAL ID and that has not received an
extension will need to show an alternative form of acceptable identification for domestic air travel. Please see   for a list of acceptable forms of
identification. Passengers who have licenses issued by a state that is compliant or that has an extension to become compliant with REAL ID requirements may
continue to use their licenses as usual. For a list of states already in compliance or with an extension visit  . DHS continually updates this
list as more states come into compliance or obtain extensions.

Starting January 22, 2018
TSA’s website

DHS’s REAL ID webpage

, every air traveler will need to present a REAL ID-compliant license or another acceptable form of identification for domestic air travel.
A REAL ID compliant license is one that meets, and is issued by a state that complies with, the REAL ID Act’s security standards.
Starting October 1, 2020

Travelers can check   at any time to learn if your state is compliant and can check with your state’s agency that issues driver’s licenses
about how to acquire a compliant license. The earlier your state becomes compliant, the more likely you will be able to acquire a compliant license as part of the
normal renewal cycle.

DHS’s REAL ID webpage

Why are some states still non-compliant isn’t it the law?

REAL ID is a mandate on Federal agencies, restricting the circumstances under which they may accept state-issued driver’s licenses and identification cards for
official purposes.  Participation by states is voluntary, although Federal agencies are prohibited from accepting driver’s licenses or identification cards from
noncompliant states for official purposes (e.g., boarding aircraft, accessing federal facilities, and entering nuclear power plants). https://www.dhs.gov/real-id-
public-faq

Back to top

Certifying Copies
 

Though certifying copies is not expressly stated as a statutory power of Maine Notaries, there are numerous references in statute to this notarial duty. For
example, 4 MRSA 568 gives clerks of courts authority to charge the same fees for copy certification as Notaries; and 7 MRSA 53-B refers to a Notary certifying
that a copy is “true and accurate.” The Maine Secretary of State’s “Notary Public Handbook and Resource Guide” 

“Only the issuing governmental agency can certify a document’s authenticity. In
order to obtain a certified copy, the individual must obtain it from the agency that controls the original document. (For school diplomas and transcripts, a
notarized sworn statement or acknowledgment from a school official stating the document is a true copy is acceptable.)” Further, the Secretary of State’s website
provides a form for a copy certification by document custodian affidavit—click on the link below— see “Notary Certificates,” to be used for Notary-certified copy.

instructs Notaries not to certify copies of
birth certificates or of other documents issued by government agencies: 

http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/notary/samplenotaryforms.pdf

Back to top

Determining Competency
 

Make certain the signers of the document have an understanding of what they are signing. While competency is both a complex medical and legal issue, it is
incumbent upon a Notary Public to have a strong belief that the person understands the consequences of signing the document. Before the document is signed,
the Notary Public should spend an appropriate amount of time to ascertain whether the person understands what they are signing. If the signer is unsure,
confused or is possibly being unduly influenced to sign, the Notary Public should not act; instead referring the signer to an attorney or other professional to assist
them would be appropriate and in the best interest of the signer” (NPH). Scanning for Blanks “Scan the document for any blanks that may exist. There is no need
for the Notary Public to read or know every item contained in the document; the Notary Public must only be certain that the part of the document which is to be
signed by the Notary Public is true. Because blanks may affect the validity of a document, Notaries Public should advise the signer of the document to carefully
understand the consequences of leaving blanks in a document and its impact on the validity of the document. Ultimately, the signer must make the final decision
in this area. If blanks are left, the Notary Public should note such in the record book (NPH). Signers with Disabilities In addition to the normal notarial procedures
used with any signer, the “Notary Public Handbook and Resource Guide” recommends these special accommodations for signers with disabilities: For a signer
by mark, the Notary must observe the individual affix his or her mark or signature stamp to the document. For a visually impaired signer, it is recommended that
the Notary read the document to the signer, without explaining the contents. For a hearing-impaired signer, it is recommended that the Notary find someone
fluent in American Sign Language (ASL) to assist in communication. Notaries fluent in ASL may be located on the Secretary of State’s website using the Notary
search feature (website, “Notary/Dedimus Search”)
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Washington D.C. Non-Binary Gender Option on District Driver’s
Licenses at Odds with Federal Law
 

Washington DC has set their sights on allowing District residents to select a non-binary gender option on their licenses, learner’s permits, or ID cards issued by
the Department of Motor Vehicles that will allow residents to indicate their gender as non-binary, designated with an X instead of M or F is a gender diversity
option created by the LGBT Community, to have their identities affirmed.This month, Oregon became the first state in the nation to allow more than two gender
options on identity documents following a court judgement in favor of a non-binary resident. A California bill allowing for a non-binary option on state identification
documents was introduced in January and has passed the state senate. Other countries recognize non-binary genders on identification documents including
Canada, India, Bangladesh, Australia, New Zealand, and Nepal. (Summarized fromNews Article, 7/17 AP)

Back to top

Importance of Reading “The Informer”
Reading this newsletter will help us, as a Notary Public, understand the
duties and responsibilities we undertook when we became a Notary
Public. Informed Notaries of Maine Mission is to educate.

 

This newsletter highlights important information regarding notarization
acts, as well as common notarial knowledge to help us avoid errors.

Check It Twice!
It is important that a notary public double check each notarial act the
notary performs to ensure that the act includes:

The jurisdiction (state and county) where notarial act was
performed;
Text for the certificate of the notarial act;
The person’s signature;
The notary’s signature and date; and
A clear impression of the notary stamp, which includes the
commission expiration date. (NPH)

 

Notary Laws on Secretary of State

Website
It is important that a notary is knowledgeable about the current notary
public laws so that the notary is able to perform his or her duties to the
best of the notary’s ability. Therefore, notaries are encouraged to visit the
Notaries Public section of the Secretary of State’s website

, The website
contains helpful information for notaries public, including:
http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/notary/notaries.html

Examples of certificates for notarial acts
Frequently asked questions
Notary public responsibilities
Common terms and definitions
Requirements for the notary public stamping device
Forms and much more.

 

Notary Public Signature When Performing

Notarial Acts
When performing notarial acts, a notary public must sign his or her name
exactly as it appears on the notary public’s commission. If a notary
public’s full middle name or middle initial is included on the commission,
the notary public must sign his or her name in that manner. An applicant’s
name should be printed on the application in the manner in which the
notary public will sign when performing notarial acts.  Only include a
middle name or initial if that is how the name will be signed when
performing notarial acts. (NPH)

Back to top

 Welcome New Members
Kevin R. Buza, Ellsworth

Karen M. Tayler, Greene

Ashley A. Ellis, Step Falls

http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/notary/notaries.html
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Kathleen Andrews, Waterford

Tracey J. Cox, Oxford

Linda L. Jay, Lisbon Falls

Heather B. Lyon, Oakland

Anna S. Morneau, Buckfield

Jon F. Ross, Westbrook

Kibwe Howard, Yarmouth

Tina L. Finley, Standish

Kelly A. Bell-Brown, Owls Head

Andrea S. Monaco, North Berwick

Frederick W. OKeefe, Peaks Island

David Ako-Annan, Milford

Judith A. Akers, Poland

Susan Tracy, South Portland

Jessica L. Nixon, Topsham

Clifford O. Kenney, Ocean Park

On behalf of the membership and the board of Directors, we welcome you to the INM, and congratulate you on making a commitment to your future as a notary
in the state of Maine! INM has as its purpose:

to educate Notaries about the legal, ethical, and technical facets of performing notarial acts,
to develop and promote the highest ethical principles for Notaries,
to act as a center to promote uniform laws and regulations, and
to increase the public awareness and understanding of the Notary’s role.

Please consider getting involved as a member of a committee or by serving on the Board of Directors. 
See more at: http://www.informednotariesofmaine.org/about-us/board-of-directors
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Contact Information
 

PO Box 707 
Auburn, ME 04212-0707 

 (207) 619-0806 

 

Informed Notaries of Maine
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E-mail: INM President
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2016 Notary Conference

"As usual the Notary Education conference yesterday in Portland was a
huge success in my book. It was interesting, informative and fun. The
people, presenters, board members and vendors were great. Thank
you to all who worked hard to make this happen." - Sherry Tibbetts

 Sherry Tibbetts

mailto:President@informednotariesofmaine.org
https://www.informednotariesofmaine.org/apr-may-jun-2017-inm-newsletter
https://www.informednotariesofmaine.org/testimonials
https://www.informednotariesofmaine.org/about-us/policies
https://redwireonlinemarketing.com/

